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“Hey, Buddy” 
No longer will we hear that ‘Hey, buddy’ 
familiar greeting that was so much a part 
of who Dwayne Smith was. He lost his 
battle to COVID-19 in February at the age 
of 61.

Dwayne was one of the first people served
by the newly formed Choices In Community
Living in 1985, living in the Olive Road home
that had been operated by the Montgomery 
County Board of Developmental Disabilities 
Residential Services. 

At the time of his death, he has been a part of our Semi-Independent 
Living (SIL) program, living for many years in his own apartment, 
with support from staff who would drop in to assist him as needed. 
SIL administrator Butch Van Meter was by his side for 22 years. “We 
had a pizza party day every other Thursday, usually at the Choices 
office,” recalls Butch. “He enjoyed the pizza, but it was the time 
he got to visit with staff like Trent Grooms, Tom Weaver, Danette 
Addison, Dan Cochran and others that he really enjoyed the most.”

Along with his well-known independent streak, Dwayne was known 
as a hard worker. He had worked for MONCO Enterprises and was 
part of one of their first community-based work enclaves, working 
as part of the lawn crew. He was one of the founding members of 
the MONCO Jaycees, the first chartered Jaycee chapter in the United 
States whose members had developmental disabilities. Dwayne 
volunteered with his fellow MONCO Jaycees on many service 
projects and activities in support of the community.

He expressed his fierce independence in many ways, especially in 
the way he got out and about in the community. He was an avid 
bike rider, known for his ability to build a bike from the ‘ground 
up,’ including motorizing bikes. He was active in Special Olympics, 
participating in bowling and track events. Butch remembers so many 
of the activities the two of them shared together, including fishing, 
riding go-carts at Scene 75, riding the roller coaster at Kings Island. 
“Fixing bikes, that was his main hobby,” shares Butch. He liked to 
cook and to arm wrestle.

He was a man of deep faith and deep commitment to his family, 
including his father Donald, his brothers, sisters, nieces and nephews 
and other family and friends ... friends like Butch. “I miss him and 
think about him every day,” says Butch of his friend Dwayne. “He was 
this amazing person with a great heart and kind soul.” 

We welcome Chris Hadley in his new role as Human 
Resources Director, filling the position vacated when 
Trent Grooms was named Chief Executive Officer. His 
team includes HR Assistant Denese Cordell; HR Recruiter 
Tara Walker; and Compliance/Clerical Shelley Harman. He 
had worked as a recruiter for a nursing agency and, most 
recently, in hospitality, when the job search website Linked 
In brought him to Choices. “I’d been wanting to find 
something that had more meaning for me, a place where I 
felt like I really belonged. I’ve found that here at Choices.”

A graduate of Beavercreek High School and resident 
of Beavercreek, where he is active as a member of the 
Beavercreek Youth Development Committee, he came 
to Choices without experience in the I/DD profession. 
His many hours ‘on the road’ out visiting all of Choices 
locations in each county has provided him with a sense of 
just how strong the commitment to mission is throughout 
the organization and just how different this work is from 
what he has done in the past. “The staff I’ve met have this 
family bond and I am really impressed by that. It makes me 
want to really dig in and support them, to lower their stress, 
to give them the support they need to do their best.” 

The other thing that has been so different from his 
previous experience is getting to meet clients in their 

homes. That has already instilled 
in him just how important his 
role is. He already feels deeply 
committed to serving more than 
350 employees and, in doing so, 
being an integral part of serving 
clients.

He is focusing on recruitment and 
retention, committed to providing 
a positive culture for employees 
to encourage their compassion and passion, while looking 
at creative options to support both employees and clients, 
such as developing a list of the needs and interests of 
individuals in each home and using that list to better 
match the skills and interests of staff.

‘New’ family is all around him now. At his home in 
Beavercreek, there will be a new baby in September, the 
third child for Chris and his wife. At Choices, in just a 
short period of time, he has found a job that is bringing 
him new energy and enthusiasm, and what he already 
feels is a new family. “Working with Trent and this team 
has been amazing,” he says. “Choices has far exceeded my 
expectations. There is this family feel here. I have found 
where I’m supposed to be.”

Missing Gisela
Someone important 
is missing from the 
table at our Hunts-
view home in Huber 
Heights. In her quiet 
and reserved way, 
Gisela Senf was at the 
center of family life in 
the home where she 
had lived since 2011. 
She died in March at 
the age of 68.

Gisela had attended the Jergens Road Adult 
Services Center in the pet room until the 
Center closed, and then attended Adult Day 
Services programs at Nemo’s Reef. Her favorite 
food was fish and chips, which meant that one 
of her favorite places to go was our annual Fish 
‘N Chips fish fry. 

Her home and those who shared it with her 
were the center of her life, so in keeping with 
who she was … that reserved lady who often 
spoke in whispers, who would give the tiniest 
of waves when greeting someone she knew, 
and who so loved a quiet home. It was there 
in the comfort and quiet at Huntsview that she 
would sit in the living room crocheting, doing 
cross stitch or some other sewing activity. On 
occasion, she would focus on one of her word-
find books. 

Each day would end with her stuffed animals 
gathered around her in bed and with her best 
friend Rose Thomas in the room next door. It 
was a gentle life lived by this gentle woman, a 
life filled with faith, with her spiritual friends 
at the Kingdom Hall, and with those who had 
become her family at the quiet and sheltering 
Huntsview home. It is in that home - her home 
-where she is missed the most … where she will 
always be missed … where her life will always 
be celebrated.

Thank you for your gifts  
(January 1 – April 30, 2022)

Choices In Community Living
Danette Addison

Christine Armstrong

Mary Ann DePinto,  
in memory of Vito DePinto;  

in honor of Lisa DePinto

Joyce Engel,  
in memory of Jerry Bohman

Amy Fansher

Floyd & Judith Fischer,  
in memory of Doug Ball

George & Linda Ford

Rollin & Jennie Furnas

Edith Fuson,  
in memory of Michael Aguayo

Andrea Ginnan

Veronica Harwell

Barbara Hendrick,  
in memory of Jerry Bohman

Donna Hopple,  
in memory of Jerry Bohman

LaDeDa Le Salon, LLC 
(Christine Davidson)

Debbie Lillie,  
in memory of Doug Ball

Diane Morris,  
in honor of Todd Mebane;  

in memory of Linda Connell

Erin Nichols

Jeff & Chris Rawlins

Rebecca Toomey

Kesha Tuttle

Tom & Kathy Weaver

Choices received a grant from the Armotte Boyer Charitable 
Trust in support of the kitchen installation (Cooking Immersion 

Project) at the Martin Center/Choices Champions.

Resident Home Association
John & Debbi Caporal, in 

memory of Tommy Harmuth

Rhonda Chandler

Doug & Karen Durant,  
in memory of Marion Laing

Rich & Mary Sue Federle

Taylor Fenter

Roger & Brenda Ferry,  
in memory of Marion Laing

Jim & Diana Foreman,  
in memory of Marion Laing

Edith Fuson,  
in memory of Raymie Arnold

Karen Gabbard

Lisa Glandon

Mary Sue Gmeiner

Helene Gordon,  
in memory of Raymie Arnold

Larry & Jennifer Hamblin

David and Barb Henkaline

Deborah Hood,  
in memory of Marion Laing

Lynette Hooper

Debra Horseman

Nafeesa Huff

Mark & Clara Landes,  
in honor of Pete Roll

Terence & Linda Mambort,  

in memory of Brenda Whitney

Marathon Petroleum

Casey Marchal

Jane Marquette,  
in honor of Susan Haemmerle

Carole McCabe,  
in memory of Raymie Arnold

Ellen McCloskey,  
in honor of Pete Roll

Brian & Susan Meyer

David & Bobbie Murphy

Sandra Pfennig,  
in memory of Raymie Arnold

Charnell Posey

Carmen & Ann Riazzi

David & Rhonda Rich

Ryne & Megan Rich

Amanda Rivard

Steve & Ann Schulte,  
in memory of John W. Pratt

Ronald Servais

Annie Shaver

Gerry & Verne Shroyer, 
in memory of Marion Lange

Nathan Stevens

John & Carol Stinson

Brian & Pam Tompkins

Partners For Community Living
Pearl Bates,  

in honor of Gregory Williams

Charles & Joan Brown,  
in memory of Thomasine Hill

Joel Carson

Tom & Sherrie Giver

Charles Havener

Dana Kane,  
in memory of  

Brenda Whitney 

Stephen Krankowski

Thomas Purkey

Exciting changes 
at Partners  

For Community 
Living

You have helped make 
many great things 
happen since 2002. 
Most recently, whole-
home generators 
have been installed 
in Resident Home and Choices homes. Installation of 
a new kitchen (Cooking Immersion Project) is nearing 
completion at the Martin Center for Choices. Your gifts 
designated for vans and Wish Lists have helped our clients 
and residents be independent and on the go. Thank you!

In March 2022, the Boards of Trustees of Resident Home 
Association (RHA) and Choices In Community Living 
(Choices) agreed to operate their fundraising and special 
events activities independently. 

What does this mean? Choices and RHA will now 
communicate with you separately. You will be updated on 
events and happenings through the Choices Voices and 
RHA Home Address newsletters. 

You may choose to support the mission, events, and 
activities of one or both organizations, as they both 
continue to provide quality residential, adult day services, 
transportation and more throughout our community. 

You will continue to hear about how you are helping 
people with developmental disabilities live more 
independently. You choose what you want to support and 
your tax-deductible gifts will support the work you love!

Be watching for separate updates from Choices and RHA. 
If you have any questions, please contact Vel Hux at 
vhux@cicloh.com or at 937-557-1714. Thank you for your 
continuing support.

Martin Center nearing completion ... cont. from page 3

For now, the work of building, renovating and moving will continue 
at a steady pace, preparing for that time in late summer or early fall 
when hammers and other tools are finally gone, replaced by staff 
working more efficiently because they have more space ... where 
new staff will be completing their required training in a space that 
is more conducive to learning ... where there will be the sounds of 
Champions taking part in their choice of activities ... where there 
will be the smells of food being cooked in a new kitchen.

We say thank you to Dan, Bobby, Patrick, Jimmy and Greg, as we 
encourage them to stop long enough to stand still and breathe ... 
to take well-deserved pride in what they have done as a team ... to 
say thank you to them because the results of their work is a legacy 
that will be seen and felt long into the future. What a difference 
they have made! What a difference they will continue to make!
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Martin Center nearing completion
When the final nail is put in place, the final piece of flooring 
laid, the last wall constructed at our Martin Center, maybe 
then five dedicated men will take a few minutes to stop, 
breathe, and take pride in what they have accomplished. 
When retired Executive Director Tom Weaver and George 
Martin completed the details in 2020 for the purchase of 
the building that had served the community for years as the 
George C. Martin Funeral Home, little could they imagine 
how much could and would be accomplished due to the 
expertise, long hours, and hard work of five Choices heroes.

Facilities Director Dan Cochran knows every window, door, 
every inch of floor space in the building, the building as it 
was when purchased and the building as it is today, nearing 
the end of renovation, with an expected completion date 
sometime in September. 

Dan has worked with every contractor, worked on every 
permit, placed every work order, answered every call and 
met every challenge to assure that new office space will 
meet the needs of staff and that accessible, welcoming and 
supportive spaces will be available for Adult Day Services 
participants and others who may have opportunities to use 
the Center in the future.

While electrical, plumbing, and other technical support 
have been left to licensed professionals, Dan credits our 
Choices four-man Maintenance Crew for so much of the 
work being done internally, saving money, time, and 
other resources. Patrick Sweeney drives weekly from the 
Cincinnati area just so he can be part of the work at the 
Martin Center. Bobby Lanting works as a driver for our 
Non-Medical Transportation services and then makes his 
way up the hill from the offices on Needmore Road, where 
he is happy to be outside doing landscaping. 

All four members of the team could be busy enough just 
mowing the land around the building and that would be 
a significant contribution. What they have done and are 
doing goes so much beyond that. “These four men have 
stepped up and taken on duties that are way out of their 
job descriptions and it’s saved us so much money and so 
much time,” says Dan in applauding his hardworking crew.

The results of their efforts are everywhere throughout the 
large building. The board room is nearing completion. With 
a little dusting of a conference table and sitting up some 
chairs, the room will soon welcome the Board of Trustees 
when they meet to provide leadership and oversight 
for Choices. Training rooms are in the final stages of 
renovation. There is now space for nursing staff to provide 
required medical training. 

There will be space for training of new staff and ongoing 
staff training. There is constant work now to complete 
offices for Human Resources staff , who will move from 
the 1651 Needmore Road office space, as well as for a 
Records Room to secure all the boxes and files required for 
documentation and billing.

The crew is most proud of the work they have completed 

in preparing the space for the participants in Choices 
Champions, our facility-based Adult Day Services program. 

They have completed three bathrooms, (along with two 
completed by an outside contractor), from new cabinets, 
sinks, flooring, to new paint all around. The sensory room 
is finished. There is an area filled with exercise equipment 
and ample space for a range of arts and crafts. A café with 
colorful tables and chairs, with artwork on the walls, is 
now open for participants to enjoy lunch.

The ‘big’ work in the final weeks is the installation 
of a kitchen that will be used by Choices Champions 
participants to learn about healthy cooking and eating, 
how to cook for themselves, the use of appliances and 
more. Another goal is to have participants develop skills so 
that they can prepare lunch at the Center for their fellow 
participants and perhaps even staff. The new kitchen 
will not only showcase the skills and hard work of our 
maintenance crew, it will serve as an ongoing reminder 
of the community support for our Choices Champions, 
through caring and generous individual gifts, as well as 
grants from community partners for our cooking project.

Last minute details can be the most tedious and time 
consuming in any construction process. Our crew is 
finding that to hold true for the work that lies ahead of 
them in getting remaining renovations completed to 
prepare for the work of moving office equipment, copiers, 
desks, computers, files and more into their new spaces. 

When the kitchen is ‘open for business’ and there is no more 
building and renovations to work on, our maintenance crew 
knows they will still be needed at the Center. There are 26 
acres of land to be cleared, mowed and landscaped.

There are plans for accessible raised vegetable gardens that 
will provide opportunities to plant, grow and harvest that 
will provide fresh food to then be prepared in the new 
kitchen. Dan and the crew will be ready to take on more 
work as planning continues for the future of the Center and 
grounds, that may include building shelters that can be used 
by participants and families for respite getaways – so many 
choices yet to come.

Looking back at 2021 by Trent Grooms, Chief Executive Officer

We are honored to share our 2021 Community Report with 
you as part of this issue of Choices Voices as our way of 
sharing our mission, staff, funding, and other information 
about who we are as a 501 (c) (3) non-profit organization. 
While it will provide you statistical information, I want to 
take this time to share with you beyond the statistics.

I want to say THANK YOU to all the individuals and 
organizations that stood by our side during 2021, with an 
emphasis on the bold capital letters to try and convey the 
depth of appreciation from our Board, our administrative 
team and all of us here at Choices. Last year was a time 
of challenges and changes. There was our change in 
leadership, with Tom Weaver retiring after 35 years as 
Executive Director and my new role as Chief Executive 
Officer, along with an outstanding leadership team that 
includes David Roustio and Shawn Valentine.

As we continued into the second year of our COVID-19 
challenges, we learned a tremendous amount about the 
character, individually and collectively, of Choices. We could 
not have met those challenges without the dedication and 
professionalism of our direct support professionals, home 
managers, human resources, and administrative staff … 
without the continued commitment to our mission and 
quality service delivery from our Board of Directors.

Like too may of us who faced losses due to COVID, we 
as a Choices family also experienced the loss of members 
of our extended family. We continue to miss them. Along 
with the most difficult challenge of saying goodbye, 
we thankfully saw progress in many areas, despite the 
obstacles facing us, most notably with the incredible work 
of operational staff in the many, many renovations at the 
Martin Center and the beginning of our new Adult Day 
Services program, Choices Champions.

Among all the accomplishments, all the successes, we are 
most proud of our staff. To every staff member who came 
to work, to those who gave meaning to the term ‘essential 
personnel,’ we say THANK YOU as well, again in bold 
capital letters! As we remember Tom Weaver saying, “this 
is the business we have chosen.” Our staff accepted the 
responsibilities that come with those words.

I think of the phrase “a chain is only as strong as its weakest 
link.” We could never have imagined just how strong that 
chain would be as we worked through 2021, made strong 
by all of us together, putting our commitment to the people 
we serve above everything else. With that as our guidepost, 
our chain will remain strong for all the challenges, changes 
and achievements that will be ours in 2022.

The best Christmas ever
Sometimes the things we put on our holiday gift list are 
things we really do not always expect we will ever receive. 
For so many years David Cockrell (Clark County) had 
something really big on his list. It was his big dream for so 
many years of his life. As 2021 ended, David was one of the 
fortunate ones who found that, as one old song says, the 
dreams that you dare to dream really do come true. It was 
Christmas Eve and David Cockrell moved into his very own 
home! A part of our Choices extended family since 2010, 
he had lived in our Sturgeon home prior to moving to his 
own home.

He received a payment from his father’s VA benefits, 
enough for him to put a down payment on a house 
that is now his forever home. It was not a dream home 
at first. It needed a lot of TLC. David’s brother Donnie 
owns a company that does renovations. He supported 
his brother’s dream by making the house wheelchair 
accessible, along with other renovations. 

The old house got a new look and a new lease on life, with 
new vinyl planking flooring, wheelchair accessible showers, 
and new paint. Donnie and his crew gutted the kitchen 
and installed new counters, cabinets, and appliances. 
With its large living room, David is now looking forward 
to entertaining and hosting holiday parties in his home. 
Joining him will be his housemate Pam Kellis, his long-time 
friend who is also a member of our Choices extended family. 

David is filled with pride in adding the word ‘homeowner’ 

to the list of things that make him happy, along with 
listening to music, playing on his tablet, bowling, watching 
wrestling and entertaining friends.

He has had the same direct care staff for many years, 
providing him 24-hour support. They will continue with 
him in his new home. He had the support of staff with 
him through the process of purchasing, remodeling, and 
moving into the home, including LeAsis Castle, Jennifer 
Priske and Clark County Program Administrator Kesha 
Tuttle. With the support of staff, the love of his brother, 
and his friendship with Pam, David is comfortably and 
happily living his dream, living proof that sometimes the 
biggest Christmas wishes can come true. “I am so happy 
to be on my own, in my own home,” says the man whose 
Christmas wish and American dream came true.

A proud David showcases 
his new home.

Our behind-the-scenes superheroes at our Martin Center agreed  
to stop their work for a short minute to get their photo taken togeth-
er. They are (l-r) Patrick Sweeney; Bobby Lanting, Jimmy Monico; 

and Greg Johnson. (Photo by Dan Cochran)

Choices Champions
Walk in the front doors at Choices’ newest facility, the Martin 
Center, and it is hard not to get caught up in the sounds, 
excitement and energy that fills every corner of the building. 
It is a place you want to be, even with the sounds of last-
minute renovation and construction everywhere. While there 
are still offices to be completed, staff to relocate, walls to put 
in place, it becomes clear that amid all the hustle and bustle 
this is a welcoming and happy place, a place for Champions.

In her new role as Director of Adult Day Services, Amy 
Fansher exudes excitement about what is already happening 
in the Center for the 15 Choices Champions participants 
who are currently attending activities five days a week. 
She also oversees our community-based Fun-Fit program 
that is provided in locations in Butler, Clark, Greene, and 
Montgomery County, serving more than 70 participants. 
Her responsibilities also include overseeing our Non-
Medical Transportation service that provides door-to-door 
transportation for those involved in our Choices Champions 
program, which includes five vans for Choices Champions 
in Montgomery County and eight vans for Fun-Fit in the 
communities where Fun-Fit programs are located.

Amy joined our Choices team two years ago, coming to 
Dayton from Texas and coming to work in our Fun-Fit 
program, working with Nancy Viets to expand our new 
Choices Champions option that became part of our official 
day programming in October 2021. Although she had 
not worked with people with developmental disabilities 
prior to joining our Choices team, she credits Nancy’s 
energy, enthusiasm, creativity and knowledge for her own 
commitment to and enjoyment of the responsibilities she 
has assumed. “Nancy was an inspiring role model and 
mentor for me,” says Amy.

Amy’s focus in on the development of Choices Champions 
and the development of the Martin Center to be a 
welcoming and happy place for participants, while 
still overseeing her other commitments to Fun-Fit and 
transportation services. “Choices Champions is important 
because it provides individuals with developmental 
disabilities, both those served by Choices and those from 
the community, to have another choice, a new facility-based 
option, for their recreational and leisure experiences. We 
are here five days a week and we provide safe and accessible 
transportation to our programs as well.”

Activities at the Center currently include an array of arts 

and crafts experiences; healthy living through exercise, 
including participants taking part on Zoom in an exercise 
class provided by the Montgomery County Board of 
Developmental Disabilities; karaoke; games, including video 
games; a sensory room for relaxation; Choices’ Café where 
participants and staff can have lunch; with more to come.

Much of the construction sounds in the building currently 
center around the installation of a kitchen that will provide 
cooking classes. “Our kitchen will be just like any kitchen in 
any home,” says Amy. “Participants in our cooking class will 
learn about making healthy living choices in their diets, how 
to prepare healthy food, how to use kitchen appliances and 
more. We are looking forward to having some above ground 
vegetable gardens outside on the grounds so we can even 
grow our own vegetables and then prepare them.” Amy 
notes her appreciation for the donations and grants that 
have been a big part in making the kitchen possible.

She also shares her appreciation to the organization she has 
come to respect. “Choices is a great organization to work 
for,” she says. “They go above and beyond not only for those 
we serve but for us as staff as well.” The participants, her 
Choices Champions, and her Fun-Fit participants, bring 
her the most joy. “I’ve learned more from them than they 
have from me,” she says. “It is so rewarding to work with 
them. They have taught me to appreciate life to the fullest, 
to take in all the moments that may seem small, to always 
remember that life is good. We had one participant who 
rarely speaks. After taking part in karaoke for a while, one 
day he got up and sang an entire song all the way through. 
Moments like that … they change you … they make you 
want to do your best … to be your best for them.”

Picnic tables ... park benches ... accessible vegetable garden boxes ... plants for butterfly gardens and other landscaping 
... pots and pans ... kitchen items – these are just some of the ways you, your family, church, or community group can be 
an important part of Choices Champions. You may designate a tax-deductible gift to provide a picnic table, park bench 
or garden in memory or honor of someone important in your life and have their name inscribed on your gift, your gift 
may be included with other gifts for one of the designated areas of need (a bench, garden, plant, etc.), or you may make 
an overall gift in support of Choices Champions. (Checks may be made payable to Choices In Community Living – 
Memo: Choices Champions, 1651 Needmore Road, Dayton, Ohio 45415. Contact Amy Fansher for more information at 
afansher@cicloh.com.) 

The highlight of any day 
for Amy Fanshar (l) is 
when Nancy Viets drops 
by for a visit. Nancy re-
tired as Director of Adult 
Day Services in 2021. 
(Photo by Dan Cochran)

Continued on page 5
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the end of renovation, with an expected completion date 
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supportive spaces will be available for Adult Day Services 
participants and others who may have opportunities to use 
the Center in the future.
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have been left to licensed professionals, Dan credits our 
Choices four-man Maintenance Crew for so much of the 
work being done internally, saving money, time, and 
other resources. Patrick Sweeney drives weekly from the 
Cincinnati area just so he can be part of the work at the 
Martin Center. Bobby Lanting works as a driver for our 
Non-Medical Transportation services and then makes his 
way up the hill from the offices on Needmore Road, where 
he is happy to be outside doing landscaping. 

All four members of the team could be busy enough just 
mowing the land around the building and that would be 
a significant contribution. What they have done and are 
doing goes so much beyond that. “These four men have 
stepped up and taken on duties that are way out of their 
job descriptions and it’s saved us so much money and so 
much time,” says Dan in applauding his hardworking crew.

The results of their efforts are everywhere throughout the 
large building. The board room is nearing completion. With 
a little dusting of a conference table and sitting up some 
chairs, the room will soon welcome the Board of Trustees 
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renovation. There is now space for nursing staff to provide 
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the 1651 Needmore Road office space, as well as for a 
Records Room to secure all the boxes and files required for 
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They have completed three bathrooms, (along with two 
completed by an outside contractor), from new cabinets, 
sinks, flooring, to new paint all around. The sensory room 
is finished. There is an area filled with exercise equipment 
and ample space for a range of arts and crafts. A café with 
colorful tables and chairs, with artwork on the walls, is 
now open for participants to enjoy lunch.

The ‘big’ work in the final weeks is the installation 
of a kitchen that will be used by Choices Champions 
participants to learn about healthy cooking and eating, 
how to cook for themselves, the use of appliances and 
more. Another goal is to have participants develop skills so 
that they can prepare lunch at the Center for their fellow 
participants and perhaps even staff. The new kitchen 
will not only showcase the skills and hard work of our 
maintenance crew, it will serve as an ongoing reminder 
of the community support for our Choices Champions, 
through caring and generous individual gifts, as well as 
grants from community partners for our cooking project.

Last minute details can be the most tedious and time 
consuming in any construction process. Our crew is 
finding that to hold true for the work that lies ahead of 
them in getting remaining renovations completed to 
prepare for the work of moving office equipment, copiers, 
desks, computers, files and more into their new spaces. 

When the kitchen is ‘open for business’ and there is no more 
building and renovations to work on, our maintenance crew 
knows they will still be needed at the Center. There are 26 
acres of land to be cleared, mowed and landscaped.

There are plans for accessible raised vegetable gardens that 
will provide opportunities to plant, grow and harvest that 
will provide fresh food to then be prepared in the new 
kitchen. Dan and the crew will be ready to take on more 
work as planning continues for the future of the Center and 
grounds, that may include building shelters that can be used 
by participants and families for respite getaways – so many 
choices yet to come.

Looking back at 2021 by Trent Grooms, Chief Executive Officer

We are honored to share our 2021 Community Report with 
you as part of this issue of Choices Voices as our way of 
sharing our mission, staff, funding, and other information 
about who we are as a 501 (c) (3) non-profit organization. 
While it will provide you statistical information, I want to 
take this time to share with you beyond the statistics.

I want to say THANK YOU to all the individuals and 
organizations that stood by our side during 2021, with an 
emphasis on the bold capital letters to try and convey the 
depth of appreciation from our Board, our administrative 
team and all of us here at Choices. Last year was a time 
of challenges and changes. There was our change in 
leadership, with Tom Weaver retiring after 35 years as 
Executive Director and my new role as Chief Executive 
Officer, along with an outstanding leadership team that 
includes David Roustio and Shawn Valentine.

As we continued into the second year of our COVID-19 
challenges, we learned a tremendous amount about the 
character, individually and collectively, of Choices. We could 
not have met those challenges without the dedication and 
professionalism of our direct support professionals, home 
managers, human resources, and administrative staff … 
without the continued commitment to our mission and 
quality service delivery from our Board of Directors.

Like too may of us who faced losses due to COVID, we 
as a Choices family also experienced the loss of members 
of our extended family. We continue to miss them. Along 
with the most difficult challenge of saying goodbye, 
we thankfully saw progress in many areas, despite the 
obstacles facing us, most notably with the incredible work 
of operational staff in the many, many renovations at the 
Martin Center and the beginning of our new Adult Day 
Services program, Choices Champions.

Among all the accomplishments, all the successes, we are 
most proud of our staff. To every staff member who came 
to work, to those who gave meaning to the term ‘essential 
personnel,’ we say THANK YOU as well, again in bold 
capital letters! As we remember Tom Weaver saying, “this 
is the business we have chosen.” Our staff accepted the 
responsibilities that come with those words.

I think of the phrase “a chain is only as strong as its weakest 
link.” We could never have imagined just how strong that 
chain would be as we worked through 2021, made strong 
by all of us together, putting our commitment to the people 
we serve above everything else. With that as our guidepost, 
our chain will remain strong for all the challenges, changes 
and achievements that will be ours in 2022.

The best Christmas ever
Sometimes the things we put on our holiday gift list are 
things we really do not always expect we will ever receive. 
For so many years David Cockrell (Clark County) had 
something really big on his list. It was his big dream for so 
many years of his life. As 2021 ended, David was one of the 
fortunate ones who found that, as one old song says, the 
dreams that you dare to dream really do come true. It was 
Christmas Eve and David Cockrell moved into his very own 
home! A part of our Choices extended family since 2010, 
he had lived in our Sturgeon home prior to moving to his 
own home.

He received a payment from his father’s VA benefits, 
enough for him to put a down payment on a house 
that is now his forever home. It was not a dream home 
at first. It needed a lot of TLC. David’s brother Donnie 
owns a company that does renovations. He supported 
his brother’s dream by making the house wheelchair 
accessible, along with other renovations. 

The old house got a new look and a new lease on life, with 
new vinyl planking flooring, wheelchair accessible showers, 
and new paint. Donnie and his crew gutted the kitchen 
and installed new counters, cabinets, and appliances. 
With its large living room, David is now looking forward 
to entertaining and hosting holiday parties in his home. 
Joining him will be his housemate Pam Kellis, his long-time 
friend who is also a member of our Choices extended family. 

David is filled with pride in adding the word ‘homeowner’ 

to the list of things that make him happy, along with 
listening to music, playing on his tablet, bowling, watching 
wrestling and entertaining friends.

He has had the same direct care staff for many years, 
providing him 24-hour support. They will continue with 
him in his new home. He had the support of staff with 
him through the process of purchasing, remodeling, and 
moving into the home, including LeAsis Castle, Jennifer 
Priske and Clark County Program Administrator Kesha 
Tuttle. With the support of staff, the love of his brother, 
and his friendship with Pam, David is comfortably and 
happily living his dream, living proof that sometimes the 
biggest Christmas wishes can come true. “I am so happy 
to be on my own, in my own home,” says the man whose 
Christmas wish and American dream came true.

A proud David showcases 
his new home.

Our behind-the-scenes superheroes at our Martin Center agreed  
to stop their work for a short minute to get their photo taken togeth-
er. They are (l-r) Patrick Sweeney; Bobby Lanting, Jimmy Monico; 

and Greg Johnson. (Photo by Dan Cochran)

Choices Champions
Walk in the front doors at Choices’ newest facility, the Martin 
Center, and it is hard not to get caught up in the sounds, 
excitement and energy that fills every corner of the building. 
It is a place you want to be, even with the sounds of last-
minute renovation and construction everywhere. While there 
are still offices to be completed, staff to relocate, walls to put 
in place, it becomes clear that amid all the hustle and bustle 
this is a welcoming and happy place, a place for Champions.

In her new role as Director of Adult Day Services, Amy 
Fansher exudes excitement about what is already happening 
in the Center for the 15 Choices Champions participants 
who are currently attending activities five days a week. 
She also oversees our community-based Fun-Fit program 
that is provided in locations in Butler, Clark, Greene, and 
Montgomery County, serving more than 70 participants. 
Her responsibilities also include overseeing our Non-
Medical Transportation service that provides door-to-door 
transportation for those involved in our Choices Champions 
program, which includes five vans for Choices Champions 
in Montgomery County and eight vans for Fun-Fit in the 
communities where Fun-Fit programs are located.

Amy joined our Choices team two years ago, coming to 
Dayton from Texas and coming to work in our Fun-Fit 
program, working with Nancy Viets to expand our new 
Choices Champions option that became part of our official 
day programming in October 2021. Although she had 
not worked with people with developmental disabilities 
prior to joining our Choices team, she credits Nancy’s 
energy, enthusiasm, creativity and knowledge for her own 
commitment to and enjoyment of the responsibilities she 
has assumed. “Nancy was an inspiring role model and 
mentor for me,” says Amy.

Amy’s focus in on the development of Choices Champions 
and the development of the Martin Center to be a 
welcoming and happy place for participants, while 
still overseeing her other commitments to Fun-Fit and 
transportation services. “Choices Champions is important 
because it provides individuals with developmental 
disabilities, both those served by Choices and those from 
the community, to have another choice, a new facility-based 
option, for their recreational and leisure experiences. We 
are here five days a week and we provide safe and accessible 
transportation to our programs as well.”

Activities at the Center currently include an array of arts 

and crafts experiences; healthy living through exercise, 
including participants taking part on Zoom in an exercise 
class provided by the Montgomery County Board of 
Developmental Disabilities; karaoke; games, including video 
games; a sensory room for relaxation; Choices’ Café where 
participants and staff can have lunch; with more to come.

Much of the construction sounds in the building currently 
center around the installation of a kitchen that will provide 
cooking classes. “Our kitchen will be just like any kitchen in 
any home,” says Amy. “Participants in our cooking class will 
learn about making healthy living choices in their diets, how 
to prepare healthy food, how to use kitchen appliances and 
more. We are looking forward to having some above ground 
vegetable gardens outside on the grounds so we can even 
grow our own vegetables and then prepare them.” Amy 
notes her appreciation for the donations and grants that 
have been a big part in making the kitchen possible.

She also shares her appreciation to the organization she has 
come to respect. “Choices is a great organization to work 
for,” she says. “They go above and beyond not only for those 
we serve but for us as staff as well.” The participants, her 
Choices Champions, and her Fun-Fit participants, bring 
her the most joy. “I’ve learned more from them than they 
have from me,” she says. “It is so rewarding to work with 
them. They have taught me to appreciate life to the fullest, 
to take in all the moments that may seem small, to always 
remember that life is good. We had one participant who 
rarely speaks. After taking part in karaoke for a while, one 
day he got up and sang an entire song all the way through. 
Moments like that … they change you … they make you 
want to do your best … to be your best for them.”

Picnic tables ... park benches ... accessible vegetable garden boxes ... plants for butterfly gardens and other landscaping 
... pots and pans ... kitchen items – these are just some of the ways you, your family, church, or community group can be 
an important part of Choices Champions. You may designate a tax-deductible gift to provide a picnic table, park bench 
or garden in memory or honor of someone important in your life and have their name inscribed on your gift, your gift 
may be included with other gifts for one of the designated areas of need (a bench, garden, plant, etc.), or you may make 
an overall gift in support of Choices Champions. (Checks may be made payable to Choices In Community Living – 
Memo: Choices Champions, 1651 Needmore Road, Dayton, Ohio 45415. Contact Amy Fansher for more information at 
afansher@cicloh.com.) 

The highlight of any day 
for Amy Fanshar (l) is 
when Nancy Viets drops 
by for a visit. Nancy re-
tired as Director of Adult 
Day Services in 2021. 
(Photo by Dan Cochran)

Continued on page 5
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Martin Center nearing completion
When the final nail is put in place, the final piece of flooring 
laid, the last wall constructed at our Martin Center, maybe 
then five dedicated men will take a few minutes to stop, 
breathe, and take pride in what they have accomplished. 
When retired Executive Director Tom Weaver and George 
Martin completed the details in 2020 for the purchase of 
the building that had served the community for years as the 
George C. Martin Funeral Home, little could they imagine 
how much could and would be accomplished due to the 
expertise, long hours, and hard work of five Choices heroes.

Facilities Director Dan Cochran knows every window, door, 
every inch of floor space in the building, the building as it 
was when purchased and the building as it is today, nearing 
the end of renovation, with an expected completion date 
sometime in September. 

Dan has worked with every contractor, worked on every 
permit, placed every work order, answered every call and 
met every challenge to assure that new office space will 
meet the needs of staff and that accessible, welcoming and 
supportive spaces will be available for Adult Day Services 
participants and others who may have opportunities to use 
the Center in the future.

While electrical, plumbing, and other technical support 
have been left to licensed professionals, Dan credits our 
Choices four-man Maintenance Crew for so much of the 
work being done internally, saving money, time, and 
other resources. Patrick Sweeney drives weekly from the 
Cincinnati area just so he can be part of the work at the 
Martin Center. Bobby Lanting works as a driver for our 
Non-Medical Transportation services and then makes his 
way up the hill from the offices on Needmore Road, where 
he is happy to be outside doing landscaping. 

All four members of the team could be busy enough just 
mowing the land around the building and that would be 
a significant contribution. What they have done and are 
doing goes so much beyond that. “These four men have 
stepped up and taken on duties that are way out of their 
job descriptions and it’s saved us so much money and so 
much time,” says Dan in applauding his hardworking crew.

The results of their efforts are everywhere throughout the 
large building. The board room is nearing completion. With 
a little dusting of a conference table and sitting up some 
chairs, the room will soon welcome the Board of Trustees 
when they meet to provide leadership and oversight 
for Choices. Training rooms are in the final stages of 
renovation. There is now space for nursing staff to provide 
required medical training. 

There will be space for training of new staff and ongoing 
staff training. There is constant work now to complete 
offices for Human Resources staff , who will move from 
the 1651 Needmore Road office space, as well as for a 
Records Room to secure all the boxes and files required for 
documentation and billing.

The crew is most proud of the work they have completed 

in preparing the space for the participants in Choices 
Champions, our facility-based Adult Day Services program. 

They have completed three bathrooms, (along with two 
completed by an outside contractor), from new cabinets, 
sinks, flooring, to new paint all around. The sensory room 
is finished. There is an area filled with exercise equipment 
and ample space for a range of arts and crafts. A café with 
colorful tables and chairs, with artwork on the walls, is 
now open for participants to enjoy lunch.

The ‘big’ work in the final weeks is the installation 
of a kitchen that will be used by Choices Champions 
participants to learn about healthy cooking and eating, 
how to cook for themselves, the use of appliances and 
more. Another goal is to have participants develop skills so 
that they can prepare lunch at the Center for their fellow 
participants and perhaps even staff. The new kitchen 
will not only showcase the skills and hard work of our 
maintenance crew, it will serve as an ongoing reminder 
of the community support for our Choices Champions, 
through caring and generous individual gifts, as well as 
grants from community partners for our cooking project.

Last minute details can be the most tedious and time 
consuming in any construction process. Our crew is 
finding that to hold true for the work that lies ahead of 
them in getting remaining renovations completed to 
prepare for the work of moving office equipment, copiers, 
desks, computers, files and more into their new spaces. 

When the kitchen is ‘open for business’ and there is no more 
building and renovations to work on, our maintenance crew 
knows they will still be needed at the Center. There are 26 
acres of land to be cleared, mowed and landscaped.

There are plans for accessible raised vegetable gardens that 
will provide opportunities to plant, grow and harvest that 
will provide fresh food to then be prepared in the new 
kitchen. Dan and the crew will be ready to take on more 
work as planning continues for the future of the Center and 
grounds, that may include building shelters that can be used 
by participants and families for respite getaways – so many 
choices yet to come.

Looking back at 2021 by Trent Grooms, Chief Executive Officer

We are honored to share our 2021 Community Report with 
you as part of this issue of Choices Voices as our way of 
sharing our mission, staff, funding, and other information 
about who we are as a 501 (c) (3) non-profit organization. 
While it will provide you statistical information, I want to 
take this time to share with you beyond the statistics.

I want to say THANK YOU to all the individuals and 
organizations that stood by our side during 2021, with an 
emphasis on the bold capital letters to try and convey the 
depth of appreciation from our Board, our administrative 
team and all of us here at Choices. Last year was a time 
of challenges and changes. There was our change in 
leadership, with Tom Weaver retiring after 35 years as 
Executive Director and my new role as Chief Executive 
Officer, along with an outstanding leadership team that 
includes David Roustio and Shawn Valentine.

As we continued into the second year of our COVID-19 
challenges, we learned a tremendous amount about the 
character, individually and collectively, of Choices. We could 
not have met those challenges without the dedication and 
professionalism of our direct support professionals, home 
managers, human resources, and administrative staff … 
without the continued commitment to our mission and 
quality service delivery from our Board of Directors.

Like too may of us who faced losses due to COVID, we 
as a Choices family also experienced the loss of members 
of our extended family. We continue to miss them. Along 
with the most difficult challenge of saying goodbye, 
we thankfully saw progress in many areas, despite the 
obstacles facing us, most notably with the incredible work 
of operational staff in the many, many renovations at the 
Martin Center and the beginning of our new Adult Day 
Services program, Choices Champions.

Among all the accomplishments, all the successes, we are 
most proud of our staff. To every staff member who came 
to work, to those who gave meaning to the term ‘essential 
personnel,’ we say THANK YOU as well, again in bold 
capital letters! As we remember Tom Weaver saying, “this 
is the business we have chosen.” Our staff accepted the 
responsibilities that come with those words.

I think of the phrase “a chain is only as strong as its weakest 
link.” We could never have imagined just how strong that 
chain would be as we worked through 2021, made strong 
by all of us together, putting our commitment to the people 
we serve above everything else. With that as our guidepost, 
our chain will remain strong for all the challenges, changes 
and achievements that will be ours in 2022.

The best Christmas ever
Sometimes the things we put on our holiday gift list are 
things we really do not always expect we will ever receive. 
For so many years David Cockrell (Clark County) had 
something really big on his list. It was his big dream for so 
many years of his life. As 2021 ended, David was one of the 
fortunate ones who found that, as one old song says, the 
dreams that you dare to dream really do come true. It was 
Christmas Eve and David Cockrell moved into his very own 
home! A part of our Choices extended family since 2010, 
he had lived in our Sturgeon home prior to moving to his 
own home.

He received a payment from his father’s VA benefits, 
enough for him to put a down payment on a house 
that is now his forever home. It was not a dream home 
at first. It needed a lot of TLC. David’s brother Donnie 
owns a company that does renovations. He supported 
his brother’s dream by making the house wheelchair 
accessible, along with other renovations. 

The old house got a new look and a new lease on life, with 
new vinyl planking flooring, wheelchair accessible showers, 
and new paint. Donnie and his crew gutted the kitchen 
and installed new counters, cabinets, and appliances. 
With its large living room, David is now looking forward 
to entertaining and hosting holiday parties in his home. 
Joining him will be his housemate Pam Kellis, his long-time 
friend who is also a member of our Choices extended family. 

David is filled with pride in adding the word ‘homeowner’ 

to the list of things that make him happy, along with 
listening to music, playing on his tablet, bowling, watching 
wrestling and entertaining friends.

He has had the same direct care staff for many years, 
providing him 24-hour support. They will continue with 
him in his new home. He had the support of staff with 
him through the process of purchasing, remodeling, and 
moving into the home, including LeAsis Castle, Jennifer 
Priske and Clark County Program Administrator Kesha 
Tuttle. With the support of staff, the love of his brother, 
and his friendship with Pam, David is comfortably and 
happily living his dream, living proof that sometimes the 
biggest Christmas wishes can come true. “I am so happy 
to be on my own, in my own home,” says the man whose 
Christmas wish and American dream came true.

A proud David showcases 
his new home.

Our behind-the-scenes superheroes at our Martin Center agreed  
to stop their work for a short minute to get their photo taken togeth-
er. They are (l-r) Patrick Sweeney; Bobby Lanting, Jimmy Monico; 

and Greg Johnson. (Photo by Dan Cochran)

Choices Champions
Walk in the front doors at Choices’ newest facility, the Martin 
Center, and it is hard not to get caught up in the sounds, 
excitement and energy that fills every corner of the building. 
It is a place you want to be, even with the sounds of last-
minute renovation and construction everywhere. While there 
are still offices to be completed, staff to relocate, walls to put 
in place, it becomes clear that amid all the hustle and bustle 
this is a welcoming and happy place, a place for Champions.

In her new role as Director of Adult Day Services, Amy 
Fansher exudes excitement about what is already happening 
in the Center for the 15 Choices Champions participants 
who are currently attending activities five days a week. 
She also oversees our community-based Fun-Fit program 
that is provided in locations in Butler, Clark, Greene, and 
Montgomery County, serving more than 70 participants. 
Her responsibilities also include overseeing our Non-
Medical Transportation service that provides door-to-door 
transportation for those involved in our Choices Champions 
program, which includes five vans for Choices Champions 
in Montgomery County and eight vans for Fun-Fit in the 
communities where Fun-Fit programs are located.

Amy joined our Choices team two years ago, coming to 
Dayton from Texas and coming to work in our Fun-Fit 
program, working with Nancy Viets to expand our new 
Choices Champions option that became part of our official 
day programming in October 2021. Although she had 
not worked with people with developmental disabilities 
prior to joining our Choices team, she credits Nancy’s 
energy, enthusiasm, creativity and knowledge for her own 
commitment to and enjoyment of the responsibilities she 
has assumed. “Nancy was an inspiring role model and 
mentor for me,” says Amy.

Amy’s focus in on the development of Choices Champions 
and the development of the Martin Center to be a 
welcoming and happy place for participants, while 
still overseeing her other commitments to Fun-Fit and 
transportation services. “Choices Champions is important 
because it provides individuals with developmental 
disabilities, both those served by Choices and those from 
the community, to have another choice, a new facility-based 
option, for their recreational and leisure experiences. We 
are here five days a week and we provide safe and accessible 
transportation to our programs as well.”

Activities at the Center currently include an array of arts 

and crafts experiences; healthy living through exercise, 
including participants taking part on Zoom in an exercise 
class provided by the Montgomery County Board of 
Developmental Disabilities; karaoke; games, including video 
games; a sensory room for relaxation; Choices’ Café where 
participants and staff can have lunch; with more to come.

Much of the construction sounds in the building currently 
center around the installation of a kitchen that will provide 
cooking classes. “Our kitchen will be just like any kitchen in 
any home,” says Amy. “Participants in our cooking class will 
learn about making healthy living choices in their diets, how 
to prepare healthy food, how to use kitchen appliances and 
more. We are looking forward to having some above ground 
vegetable gardens outside on the grounds so we can even 
grow our own vegetables and then prepare them.” Amy 
notes her appreciation for the donations and grants that 
have been a big part in making the kitchen possible.

She also shares her appreciation to the organization she has 
come to respect. “Choices is a great organization to work 
for,” she says. “They go above and beyond not only for those 
we serve but for us as staff as well.” The participants, her 
Choices Champions, and her Fun-Fit participants, bring 
her the most joy. “I’ve learned more from them than they 
have from me,” she says. “It is so rewarding to work with 
them. They have taught me to appreciate life to the fullest, 
to take in all the moments that may seem small, to always 
remember that life is good. We had one participant who 
rarely speaks. After taking part in karaoke for a while, one 
day he got up and sang an entire song all the way through. 
Moments like that … they change you … they make you 
want to do your best … to be your best for them.”

Picnic tables ... park benches ... accessible vegetable garden boxes ... plants for butterfly gardens and other landscaping 
... pots and pans ... kitchen items – these are just some of the ways you, your family, church, or community group can be 
an important part of Choices Champions. You may designate a tax-deductible gift to provide a picnic table, park bench 
or garden in memory or honor of someone important in your life and have their name inscribed on your gift, your gift 
may be included with other gifts for one of the designated areas of need (a bench, garden, plant, etc.), or you may make 
an overall gift in support of Choices Champions. (Checks may be made payable to Choices In Community Living – 
Memo: Choices Champions, 1651 Needmore Road, Dayton, Ohio 45415. Contact Amy Fansher for more information at 
afansher@cicloh.com.) 

The highlight of any day 
for Amy Fanshar (l) is 
when Nancy Viets drops 
by for a visit. Nancy re-
tired as Director of Adult 
Day Services in 2021. 
(Photo by Dan Cochran)

Continued on page 5
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“Hey, Buddy” 
No longer will we hear that ‘Hey, buddy’ 
familiar greeting that was so much a part 
of who Dwayne Smith was. He lost his 
battle to COVID-19 in February at the age 
of 61.

Dwayne was one of the first people served
by the newly formed Choices In Community
Living in 1985, living in the Olive Road home
that had been operated by the Montgomery 
County Board of Developmental Disabilities 
Residential Services. 

At the time of his death, he has been a part of our Semi-Independent 
Living (SIL) program, living for many years in his own apartment, 
with support from staff who would drop in to assist him as needed. 
SIL administrator Butch Van Meter was by his side for 22 years. “We 
had a pizza party day every other Thursday, usually at the Choices 
office,” recalls Butch. “He enjoyed the pizza, but it was the time 
he got to visit with staff like Trent Grooms, Tom Weaver, Danette 
Addison, Dan Cochran and others that he really enjoyed the most.”

Along with his well-known independent streak, Dwayne was known 
as a hard worker. He had worked for MONCO Enterprises and was 
part of one of their first community-based work enclaves, working 
as part of the lawn crew. He was one of the founding members of 
the MONCO Jaycees, the first chartered Jaycee chapter in the United 
States whose members had developmental disabilities. Dwayne 
volunteered with his fellow MONCO Jaycees on many service 
projects and activities in support of the community.

He expressed his fierce independence in many ways, especially in 
the way he got out and about in the community. He was an avid 
bike rider, known for his ability to build a bike from the ‘ground 
up,’ including motorizing bikes. He was active in Special Olympics, 
participating in bowling and track events. Butch remembers so many 
of the activities the two of them shared together, including fishing, 
riding go-carts at Scene 75, riding the roller coaster at Kings Island. 
“Fixing bikes, that was his main hobby,” shares Butch. He liked to 
cook and to arm wrestle.

He was a man of deep faith and deep commitment to his family, 
including his father Donald, his brothers, sisters, nieces and nephews 
and other family and friends ... friends like Butch. “I miss him and 
think about him every day,” says Butch of his friend Dwayne. “He was 
this amazing person with a great heart and kind soul.” 

We welcome Chris Hadley in his new role as Human 
Resources Director, filling the position vacated when 
Trent Grooms was named Chief Executive Officer. His 
team includes HR Assistant Denese Cordell; HR Recruiter 
Tara Walker; and Compliance/Clerical Shelley Harman. He 
had worked as a recruiter for a nursing agency and, most 
recently, in hospitality, when the job search website Linked 
In brought him to Choices. “I’d been wanting to find 
something that had more meaning for me, a place where I 
felt like I really belonged. I’ve found that here at Choices.”

A graduate of Beavercreek High School and resident 
of Beavercreek, where he is active as a member of the 
Beavercreek Youth Development Committee, he came 
to Choices without experience in the I/DD profession. 
His many hours ‘on the road’ out visiting all of Choices 
locations in each county has provided him with a sense of 
just how strong the commitment to mission is throughout 
the organization and just how different this work is from 
what he has done in the past. “The staff I’ve met have this 
family bond and I am really impressed by that. It makes me 
want to really dig in and support them, to lower their stress, 
to give them the support they need to do their best.” 

The other thing that has been so different from his 
previous experience is getting to meet clients in their 

homes. That has already instilled 
in him just how important his 
role is. He already feels deeply 
committed to serving more than 
350 employees and, in doing so, 
being an integral part of serving 
clients.

He is focusing on recruitment and 
retention, committed to providing 
a positive culture for employees 
to encourage their compassion and passion, while looking 
at creative options to support both employees and clients, 
such as developing a list of the needs and interests of 
individuals in each home and using that list to better 
match the skills and interests of staff.

‘New’ family is all around him now. At his home in 
Beavercreek, there will be a new baby in September, the 
third child for Chris and his wife. At Choices, in just a 
short period of time, he has found a job that is bringing 
him new energy and enthusiasm, and what he already 
feels is a new family. “Working with Trent and this team 
has been amazing,” he says. “Choices has far exceeded my 
expectations. There is this family feel here. I have found 
where I’m supposed to be.”

Missing Gisela
Someone important 
is missing from the 
table at our Hunts-
view home in Huber 
Heights. In her quiet 
and reserved way, 
Gisela Senf was at the 
center of family life in 
the home where she 
had lived since 2011. 
She died in March at 
the age of 68.

Gisela had attended the Jergens Road Adult 
Services Center in the pet room until the 
Center closed, and then attended Adult Day 
Services programs at Nemo’s Reef. Her favorite 
food was fish and chips, which meant that one 
of her favorite places to go was our annual Fish 
‘N Chips fish fry. 

Her home and those who shared it with her 
were the center of her life, so in keeping with 
who she was … that reserved lady who often 
spoke in whispers, who would give the tiniest 
of waves when greeting someone she knew, 
and who so loved a quiet home. It was there 
in the comfort and quiet at Huntsview that she 
would sit in the living room crocheting, doing 
cross stitch or some other sewing activity. On 
occasion, she would focus on one of her word-
find books. 

Each day would end with her stuffed animals 
gathered around her in bed and with her best 
friend Rose Thomas in the room next door. It 
was a gentle life lived by this gentle woman, a 
life filled with faith, with her spiritual friends 
at the Kingdom Hall, and with those who had 
become her family at the quiet and sheltering 
Huntsview home. It is in that home - her home 
-where she is missed the most … where she will 
always be missed … where her life will always 
be celebrated.
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Exciting changes 
at Partners  

For Community 
Living

You have helped make 
many great things 
happen since 2002. 
Most recently, whole-
home generators 
have been installed 
in Resident Home and Choices homes. Installation of 
a new kitchen (Cooking Immersion Project) is nearing 
completion at the Martin Center for Choices. Your gifts 
designated for vans and Wish Lists have helped our clients 
and residents be independent and on the go. Thank you!

In March 2022, the Boards of Trustees of Resident Home 
Association (RHA) and Choices In Community Living 
(Choices) agreed to operate their fundraising and special 
events activities independently. 

What does this mean? Choices and RHA will now 
communicate with you separately. You will be updated on 
events and happenings through the Choices Voices and 
RHA Home Address newsletters. 

You may choose to support the mission, events, and 
activities of one or both organizations, as they both 
continue to provide quality residential, adult day services, 
transportation and more throughout our community. 

You will continue to hear about how you are helping 
people with developmental disabilities live more 
independently. You choose what you want to support and 
your tax-deductible gifts will support the work you love!

Be watching for separate updates from Choices and RHA. 
If you have any questions, please contact Vel Hux at 
vhux@cicloh.com or at 937-557-1714. Thank you for your 
continuing support.

Martin Center nearing completion ... cont. from page 3

For now, the work of building, renovating and moving will continue 
at a steady pace, preparing for that time in late summer or early fall 
when hammers and other tools are finally gone, replaced by staff 
working more efficiently because they have more space ... where 
new staff will be completing their required training in a space that 
is more conducive to learning ... where there will be the sounds of 
Champions taking part in their choice of activities ... where there 
will be the smells of food being cooked in a new kitchen.

We say thank you to Dan, Bobby, Patrick, Jimmy and Greg, as we 
encourage them to stop long enough to stand still and breathe ... 
to take well-deserved pride in what they have done as a team ... to 
say thank you to them because the results of their work is a legacy 
that will be seen and felt long into the future. What a difference 
they have made! What a difference they will continue to make!
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“Hey, Buddy” 
No longer will we hear that ‘Hey, buddy’ 
familiar greeting that was so much a part 
of who Dwayne Smith was. He lost his 
battle to COVID-19 in February at the age 
of 61.

Dwayne was one of the first people served
by the newly formed Choices In Community
Living in 1985, living in the Olive Road home
that had been operated by the Montgomery 
County Board of Developmental Disabilities 
Residential Services. 

At the time of his death, he has been a part of our Semi-Independent 
Living (SIL) program, living for many years in his own apartment, 
with support from staff who would drop in to assist him as needed. 
SIL administrator Butch Van Meter was by his side for 22 years. “We 
had a pizza party day every other Thursday, usually at the Choices 
office,” recalls Butch. “He enjoyed the pizza, but it was the time 
he got to visit with staff like Trent Grooms, Tom Weaver, Danette 
Addison, Dan Cochran and others that he really enjoyed the most.”

Along with his well-known independent streak, Dwayne was known 
as a hard worker. He had worked for MONCO Enterprises and was 
part of one of their first community-based work enclaves, working 
as part of the lawn crew. He was one of the founding members of 
the MONCO Jaycees, the first chartered Jaycee chapter in the United 
States whose members had developmental disabilities. Dwayne 
volunteered with his fellow MONCO Jaycees on many service 
projects and activities in support of the community.

He expressed his fierce independence in many ways, especially in 
the way he got out and about in the community. He was an avid 
bike rider, known for his ability to build a bike from the ‘ground 
up,’ including motorizing bikes. He was active in Special Olympics, 
participating in bowling and track events. Butch remembers so many 
of the activities the two of them shared together, including fishing, 
riding go-carts at Scene 75, riding the roller coaster at Kings Island. 
“Fixing bikes, that was his main hobby,” shares Butch. He liked to 
cook and to arm wrestle.

He was a man of deep faith and deep commitment to his family, 
including his father Donald, his brothers, sisters, nieces and nephews 
and other family and friends ... friends like Butch. “I miss him and 
think about him every day,” says Butch of his friend Dwayne. “He was 
this amazing person with a great heart and kind soul.” 

We welcome Chris Hadley in his new role as Human 
Resources Director, filling the position vacated when 
Trent Grooms was named Chief Executive Officer. His 
team includes HR Assistant Denese Cordell; HR Recruiter 
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In brought him to Choices. “I’d been wanting to find 
something that had more meaning for me, a place where I 
felt like I really belonged. I’ve found that here at Choices.”

A graduate of Beavercreek High School and resident 
of Beavercreek, where he is active as a member of the 
Beavercreek Youth Development Committee, he came 
to Choices without experience in the I/DD profession. 
His many hours ‘on the road’ out visiting all of Choices 
locations in each county has provided him with a sense of 
just how strong the commitment to mission is throughout 
the organization and just how different this work is from 
what he has done in the past. “The staff I’ve met have this 
family bond and I am really impressed by that. It makes me 
want to really dig in and support them, to lower their stress, 
to give them the support they need to do their best.” 

The other thing that has been so different from his 
previous experience is getting to meet clients in their 

homes. That has already instilled 
in him just how important his 
role is. He already feels deeply 
committed to serving more than 
350 employees and, in doing so, 
being an integral part of serving 
clients.

He is focusing on recruitment and 
retention, committed to providing 
a positive culture for employees 
to encourage their compassion and passion, while looking 
at creative options to support both employees and clients, 
such as developing a list of the needs and interests of 
individuals in each home and using that list to better 
match the skills and interests of staff.

‘New’ family is all around him now. At his home in 
Beavercreek, there will be a new baby in September, the 
third child for Chris and his wife. At Choices, in just a 
short period of time, he has found a job that is bringing 
him new energy and enthusiasm, and what he already 
feels is a new family. “Working with Trent and this team 
has been amazing,” he says. “Choices has far exceeded my 
expectations. There is this family feel here. I have found 
where I’m supposed to be.”
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of waves when greeting someone she knew, 
and who so loved a quiet home. It was there 
in the comfort and quiet at Huntsview that she 
would sit in the living room crocheting, doing 
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occasion, she would focus on one of her word-
find books. 

Each day would end with her stuffed animals 
gathered around her in bed and with her best 
friend Rose Thomas in the room next door. It 
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life filled with faith, with her spiritual friends 
at the Kingdom Hall, and with those who had 
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Huntsview home. It is in that home - her home 
-where she is missed the most … where she will 
always be missed … where her life will always 
be celebrated.

Thank you for your gifts  
(January 1 – April 30, 2022)

Choices In Community Living
Danette Addison

Christine Armstrong

Mary Ann DePinto,  
in memory of Vito DePinto;  

in honor of Lisa DePinto

Joyce Engel,  
in memory of Jerry Bohman

Amy Fansher

Floyd & Judith Fischer,  
in memory of Doug Ball

George & Linda Ford

Rollin & Jennie Furnas

Edith Fuson,  
in memory of Michael Aguayo

Andrea Ginnan

Veronica Harwell

Barbara Hendrick,  
in memory of Jerry Bohman

Donna Hopple,  
in memory of Jerry Bohman

LaDeDa Le Salon, LLC 
(Christine Davidson)

Debbie Lillie,  
in memory of Doug Ball

Diane Morris,  
in honor of Todd Mebane;  

in memory of Linda Connell

Erin Nichols

Jeff & Chris Rawlins

Rebecca Toomey

Kesha Tuttle

Tom & Kathy Weaver

Choices received a grant from the Armotte Boyer Charitable 
Trust in support of the kitchen installation (Cooking Immersion 

Project) at the Martin Center/Choices Champions.

Resident Home Association
John & Debbi Caporal, in 

memory of Tommy Harmuth

Rhonda Chandler

Doug & Karen Durant,  
in memory of Marion Laing

Rich & Mary Sue Federle

Taylor Fenter

Roger & Brenda Ferry,  
in memory of Marion Laing

Jim & Diana Foreman,  
in memory of Marion Laing

Edith Fuson,  
in memory of Raymie Arnold

Karen Gabbard

Lisa Glandon

Mary Sue Gmeiner

Helene Gordon,  
in memory of Raymie Arnold

Larry & Jennifer Hamblin

David and Barb Henkaline

Deborah Hood,  
in memory of Marion Laing

Lynette Hooper

Debra Horseman

Nafeesa Huff

Mark & Clara Landes,  
in honor of Pete Roll

Terence & Linda Mambort,  

in memory of Brenda Whitney

Marathon Petroleum

Casey Marchal

Jane Marquette,  
in honor of Susan Haemmerle

Carole McCabe,  
in memory of Raymie Arnold

Ellen McCloskey,  
in honor of Pete Roll

Brian & Susan Meyer

David & Bobbie Murphy

Sandra Pfennig,  
in memory of Raymie Arnold

Charnell Posey

Carmen & Ann Riazzi

David & Rhonda Rich

Ryne & Megan Rich

Amanda Rivard

Steve & Ann Schulte,  
in memory of John W. Pratt

Ronald Servais

Annie Shaver

Gerry & Verne Shroyer, 
in memory of Marion Lange

Nathan Stevens

John & Carol Stinson

Brian & Pam Tompkins

Partners For Community Living
Pearl Bates,  

in honor of Gregory Williams

Charles & Joan Brown,  
in memory of Thomasine Hill

Joel Carson

Tom & Sherrie Giver

Charles Havener

Dana Kane,  
in memory of  

Brenda Whitney 

Stephen Krankowski

Thomas Purkey

Exciting changes 
at Partners  

For Community 
Living

You have helped make 
many great things 
happen since 2002. 
Most recently, whole-
home generators 
have been installed 
in Resident Home and Choices homes. Installation of 
a new kitchen (Cooking Immersion Project) is nearing 
completion at the Martin Center for Choices. Your gifts 
designated for vans and Wish Lists have helped our clients 
and residents be independent and on the go. Thank you!

In March 2022, the Boards of Trustees of Resident Home 
Association (RHA) and Choices In Community Living 
(Choices) agreed to operate their fundraising and special 
events activities independently. 

What does this mean? Choices and RHA will now 
communicate with you separately. You will be updated on 
events and happenings through the Choices Voices and 
RHA Home Address newsletters. 

You may choose to support the mission, events, and 
activities of one or both organizations, as they both 
continue to provide quality residential, adult day services, 
transportation and more throughout our community. 

You will continue to hear about how you are helping 
people with developmental disabilities live more 
independently. You choose what you want to support and 
your tax-deductible gifts will support the work you love!

Be watching for separate updates from Choices and RHA. 
If you have any questions, please contact Vel Hux at 
vhux@cicloh.com or at 937-557-1714. Thank you for your 
continuing support.

Martin Center nearing completion ... cont. from page 3

For now, the work of building, renovating and moving will continue 
at a steady pace, preparing for that time in late summer or early fall 
when hammers and other tools are finally gone, replaced by staff 
working more efficiently because they have more space ... where 
new staff will be completing their required training in a space that 
is more conducive to learning ... where there will be the sounds of 
Champions taking part in their choice of activities ... where there 
will be the smells of food being cooked in a new kitchen.

We say thank you to Dan, Bobby, Patrick, Jimmy and Greg, as we 
encourage them to stop long enough to stand still and breathe ... 
to take well-deserved pride in what they have done as a team ... to 
say thank you to them because the results of their work is a legacy 
that will be seen and felt long into the future. What a difference 
they have made! What a difference they will continue to make!


