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Choices In Community Living and Resident Home Association

“Heroes – really true 
heroes – don’t have capes, 
magical spells or super 
powers.” These are the 
opening words to a video 
that is now on YouTube 
honoring our Direct Support 
Professionals (DSPs) as really 
true heroes. This happy photo from Resident Home Association, 
which includes (l-r) staff member Nafeesa Huff and residents Kent 
Cruea, Valvin (Doc) Owensby and Cyrus Monie, is just one of the 
images in the video. Please join us in recognizing our DSPs by 
going to the video and clicking the Like tab. See the video and 
share your message of support at https:youtu.be/VJF9vZUfKlc. 
Please share the link with your family and friends.

Other links to our video include:
https://partnersohio.com/volunteer/
https://choicesincommunityliving,com/careers/
http://www.choicesyou.com/choices-blog/
https://www.rhadayton.com/

Our video was produced in partnership between Choices In 
Community Living, Resident Home Association and Toward 
Independence. We share our appreciation with DSPs and other 
staff from each agency for their participation in providing photos 
and videos.

The ladies of our 
Huntsview home 
(Choices In Community 
Living) were among 
those creating signs 
and sending messages 
of appreciation to their 
DSPs. Pictured are 
(l-r) Michelle Cornett, 
Rose Thomas, Cheryl 
Brown and Gisela Senf. 
Michelle (top left) is 
the newest member of 
the Huntsview family, 
moving in Thanksgiving 
week. With the support 
of staff, she has lost 
30 pounds. She has a collection of fun socks she likes to show 
off to everyone, likes coloring and puzzles and has a collection 
of snow globes. Most of all, she looks forward to her weekly 
manicure by staff. She has over 30 bottles of polish and picks a 
new shade every week. One of the highlights in her new home 
came at Easter when she spotted the Easter Bunny driving up to 
her home and ran out to greet him, a true moment of joy that 
COVID-19 could not take away.

In a time of crisis, Lest We Forget 
During our current time of crisis, we need only look back 
at our pioneering families, professionals and advocates 
to be reminded that we have the power to do something 
that makes a positive difference. In the struggle to 
close state institutions and gain civil rights for people 
with developmental disabilities, families in the 1950s 
and 1960s testified in hearings, sat in their legislators’ 
offices, wrote letters and made phone calls. Many even 
purchased a book called Christmas in Purgatory and 
either hand-delivered or mailed it, along with their pleas, 
to their local elected officials, state and national leaders.

We find ourselves now in a time of crisis that needs us to 
do something to make a positive difference. In the midst 
of a pandemic and social unrest, we must assure that the 
needs of people with disabilities, including funding, do 
not get lost. We can do now as our pioneers did.

Please consider taking action on behalf of individuals with 
developmental disabilities and the agencies who are strug-
gling to provide quality of life services by reaching out to 
your local, state and national leaders. There is a book you 
can send them, as well as a DVD film documentary. The 
book, Home from Purgatory: Freedom, Choice and 
Life after Christmas in Purgatory and the film, Lest 
We Forget: Silent Voices are available from Partners For 
Community Living, now at a special reduced rate of $20.00 
for the book and $15.00 for the DVD for families and 
advocates. Along with the impact you will make in getting 
the book or film, along with your letters, into the hands of 
decision-makers, your purchase will also support Partners 
For Community Living. You may also want to consider 
sharing copies with schools and community organizations, 
as well as with your family and friends. 

Contact us at 937-576-0722 for more information about 
the book and DVD, as well as how you can work with 
elected officials during this critical time.

Give now through your Donor Advised Fund 
Do you have a Donor Advised Fund  
(DAF) or Charitable Checking Account?

If you do, you can recommend a charitable distribution 
from your DAF to Partners For Community Living. Choices
In Community Living is the fiscal agent for Partners - #31-
1126222. Please contact your financial/legal advisor or 
specific Donor Advised Fund representative.

You may also make a bequest in your Will or Trust by listing
Partners as a charitable beneficiary of your existing DAF.

To learn how an existing DAF may be leveraged for current 
and future legacy giving opportunities, please contact Vel 
Hux, Director of Development, at 937-576-0722 or vhux@
cicloh.com.



Donor Appreciation ... As a pandemic continues to 
hold us all in its grip, we honor our donors for your 
continuing generosity and support.

Choices receives major gift. Over decades Choices In 
Community Living and Partners For Community Living have 
been indebted to George C. Martin for his many expressions 
of support. He was one of the first every year to say yes to 
serving as a sponsor for our Partners Bowl-A-Thon that funds 
the Wish Lists of Choices and Resident Home Association. 
He was a supporter of our Jingle Bucks holiday fundraiser. 
In the saddest of times, it was George who, quietly behind 
the scenes, assured that there were dignified and respectful 
funeral services for clients who had no funds.

We say thank you once again to George for his significant 
and generous major gift that helped Choices purchase the 
property and building that served the community for so 
long as the George C. Martin Funeral Home. His gift assures 
that his commitment to his community will continue 
through the services and programs provided by Choices. 

Thank you to our recent donors. Donations support 
our Generator Fund unless otherwise noted. Whole-
home generators will be installed in August at Choices In 
Community Living’s Gardenside and Lavon Court homes. 
Installation for our Abraham home will proceed once 
additional funding is available. Choices’ Wendhaven home 
has had a generator for several years, with support from 
grants from The Brighter Tomorrow Foundation and The 
Dayton Foundation. Generators have also been installed 
at Resident Home Association’s Piedmont, Springmill and 
Garber homes, with plans underway for our Greenhill 
home. Thank You!
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Grant assists with COVID-19 costs
Choices In Community Living has been awarded a grant from 
The Community Fund Management Foundation to assist 
in covering unplanned costs associated with the COVID-19 
pandemic. The Foundation administers trusts that enable Ohio 
residents with disabilities to use private funds to enhance their 
quality of life. Partners For Community Living prepared and 
submitted the grant application.

Funds will support the purchase of PPE and medical supplies, 
portable disinfectant foggers/sprayers and hardware/software 
computer upgrades.

Like families throughout our 
community, we are filled 
with gratitude for the small 
things that sustain us during 
COVID-19. We are reminded 
each day how comforting 
and joyful ordinary things 
are. DSP Hanna Franklin and 
Mike Lewis remind us of that 
as they baked a lemon cake 
on a quiet day in May at our 
Garber Road home (Resident 
Home Association.)

Top 3 ways CARES Act impacts  
charitable giving in 2020

What is the CARES Act?

Recently signed into law, it is a $2 trillion economic stimulus 
package to provide immediate relief for nonprofits.

Here are the top three things about the CARES Act for 
donors to consider.

#1 New Deduction Available: When you make a donation 
to a nonprofit like Partners, Choices or Resident Home, you 
can receive a deduction up to $300 per individual or $600 
for a married couple who take the standard deduction. This 
is an ‘above the line’ adjustment to income that will adjust 
your gross income (AGI), thus reducing your taxable income. 

#2 New Charitable Deduction Limits: Individuals who 
itemize can deduct much greater amounts of contributions 
and can elect to deduct donations up to 100% of 2020 AGI, 
up from 60%. Corporations may deduct up to 25% of taxable 
income, up from 10%.

#3 Required Minimum Distributions (RMD) Waived 
in 2020 for Most Donors: RMDs for individuals over age 
70 ½ are suspended until 2021. The qualified charitable 
distribution remains the same. Donors directing a qualified 
charitable distribution to charity in 2020 (up to $100,000) 
can still reduce their taxable IRA balance. The allows 
taxpayers, those who itemize and those who don’t, to direct 
gifts from their IRAs to charities in a tax-efficient manner.

Note: This information is not intended as legal or tax 
advice. For more information/advice, please consult your 
attorney or tax advisor.


